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HE following diſcourſe appears 
before the public at the very 


preſſing ſolicitation of many who 
heard it, perhaps, with too much par- 
tiality. . 


The author hopes it will be conſider- 
ed by the critical reader, as addreſſed 
ad populum ; and that it will be treated, 
not according to any merit, excepting 

that of its regard to divine truth, and 
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. : its preſent defign—which . is, to add 


da charitable collection already made; 


for which he deſires to expreſs his un. 
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and which was rendered neceſſary by 
the uncommon diſtreſſes of more than 
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RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
WILLIAM STAINES, Esq. 9 


Ly 


TRE ous 
COMMON COUNCIL 
OF THE 
WARD OF. CRIPPLEGATE ; 


8 AND THE 
WHOLE CONGREGATION 
ASSEMBLED AT IE DELIVERY 


OF THE FOLLOWING 


SERMON, 


IT is INSCRIBED 


BY THEIR VERY RESPECTFUL 
AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


HE AUTHOR. 
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REDBEMING GRACE 


CELEBRATED, 


ke. &c. 


2 Cor. vill. 9. 


YE KNOW THE GRACE. or OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, THAT, THOUGH HE WAS RICH, 
YET, FOR YOUR SAKES, HE BECAME POOR, 


THAT YE; THROUGH HIS POVERTY, 
MIGHT BE RICH, 


0 F all the perſons in univerſal hiſ- 


- tory, that can poſſibly engage the attention, 
conciliate the eſteem, or excite the gratitude 
of an immortal Being, who is a candidate for 


the favour of Gop, and a crown of glory, 
there is no perſon worthy to be compared, 


or even named with Him, who is propoſed | 


to our conſideration in theſe words. 
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or all the a within 58 Clicks 


role of ſcience, which can employ the ca- | 
pacity, and everlaſtingly reward the moſt * 


ligent application of any human intelligent, 


certainly the moſt intereſting is, the know- 
ledge of that wonderful object, who is here 
repreſented to us, under the various titles of . 
the LogD Joes ChRISsr. 


"a: of all the ſubjects in the comprehen- 
five hiſtory of this moſt ſurprizing and ini- 
mitable character, though there may be ſome 


more ſublime, there can be none more uſe- 
ful, or more endearing, than that of his 
GrAcE. 


Cr 


It is my privilege and honour on the pre- 


| ſent. occaſion, to intreat your very ſerious 


and patient attention to a few remarks, 


which I mean to ſubmit, on each of theſe 


particulars, for the purpoſe of illuſtrating, 


though but in a very faint degree, the inex- 
W of our LokD Ixsus CHRIST, 


Ys In its 3 to the ſtate, from which 


he originally deſcended, | 


E 


4 4 


4 1137 el relation to the fate, to which he 
ſubmitted, N 


3 


In its relation to the Nate, to which f 
85 are reſtored and elevated, who are pere 
ſonally intereſted in all the benefits, which 
flow from his extreme humiliation and po- 
verty. 


There are two great points, which are 
fundamental and eſſential in the Chriſtian 


Religion, but which, ſtrange as it is to ſay, 
and awful as it is to think, are violently op- 


poſed by ſome, who. are nevertheleſs the 
profeſſional diſciples of that very Religion. 
Such an oppoſition from Deiſts and Infidels 


might be natural and accountable. Bur. 


when people, who avow themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, ſet up their reaſon and philotophy i in 
the place of divine revelation, there is no 
other difference between them, and its open 
enemies, but what conſiſts in diſguiſe and 
pretenſiqn, No wonder, therefore, that they 
diſhelieve theſe two great articles of our moſt 


holy faith, the eternal pre-exiſtence, and the 


true proper godhead, of the Redeemer, 
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But! ye have not 6 Wee Child, if fo. be 


8 Fe have been taught by him the truth as 


it is in Jeſus. On the contrary, ye know 
N that HE was Rich —becauſe he was from 
everlaſting, and will be to everlaſting, how- 
8 ever ſome may vainly attempt to e and 
dethrons him, THE: LORD. 


The numerous titles, which are 1 to 


- our bleſſed Saviour, i in the ſacred writings, 


are not like the titles, by which the children 
of men are politically diſtinguiſhed ; great 
ſwelling words of vanity, and empty ſounds, 
which are too often the ſevereſt ſatire upon 
the characters to, which they are given; 3 but, 


— they are titles, which contain in them the 
moſt important and valuable inſtruQtion, 


That of Tur Lozp, for inſtance, includes 
in it the ſeyeral Aeg of Projerty. # Power, 
and Government. BS 


As to the Property of our Redeemer, ante- 


: cedent to bis appearance in the human form, 


be was ſo rich, as no tongue can explain, nor 
any imagination ever be able adequately to 
conceive; and that, by a glorious neceſſity 
of pature ; ; becauſe, be was GOD. over all 


5 we the 


w . 8 


'F 
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the e God—the living G Godi-atdtte even 
laſting King. Conſidered in this point of 
view, in his pre- exiſtent ſtate, he muſt have 
been poſſeſſed of all the unalterable perfec- 
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tions and glories of the Godhead; he was 


the moſt high God, the'abſolute proprietor, 


the independent ſovereign, the original poſ- 


ſeſſot of heaven and earth. For by him were 
all things created, that are in heiven, and 


that are in earth, viſible and iuviſible; whether 
they be thrones or dominions, principalities 
or powers, all things were created by him 


and for him; and he is before all things; and 


by him all things conſiſt. As ſuch, you find 
him celebrated and worſhipped, long before 
his aſſumption af the human nature, when 


the ſeraphic hoſt which ſurround his throne 


cried one to another, and ſaid, << Holy, holy, 


4 holy, is the Loxd or Hosts; the whole 


earth is full of his glory.” 


A to his riches' of his . as THE 
LORD of the whole univerſe, both of that 
part which we do know, and of that which 
to us is unknown, no language can repreſent 


| Waun in more ſublime thay when it is 


We, 
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= Bid, 4 Who hath ; the Mute in 
d che hollow of his hand, and meted out 
Heaven with a ſpan, and comprehended 

i = the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and ' 

| » weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the 
= * hallsan a balance? Behold, the nations are 

1 & as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as 
the ſmall duſt of the balance; behold, he 

i © taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. 
1 All nations before him are as nothing, 

1 & and they are counted to him leſs than no- 

i © thing. Lift up your eyes on high, and 

| | 8 5 4 behold who hath created theſe things, that 

li © bringeth out their, hoſt by number: he 

| « calleth them all by names, by the great- 
Wl de neſs of his might, for that he is ſtrong in 

| - 6 i A not one faileth. * 

1 85 With reſpect to the all of the Govern- 
ment and Authority of the Meſſias, before ge 

was God manifeſt in the fleſh, is it not He N 
of whom we read, „Thine, O Lord, is the 


“ greatneſs, and the power, and the glory, 
& and the majeſty! thine is the kingdom, 
« and thou ruleſt over all! Thy throne, O 
9 God, is for ever and ever : the ſceptre of 
66 thy 
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N 25 15 thy n is a earn PERS ; thou art 
_ « the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 0 
ve only wiſe God, and our Saviour. 


1 rom all ab munten of FE reve- 
lation, which nothing but groſs infidelity, or 


philoſophic ſubtilty, will attempt to obſcure 


and perplex, it is eaſy to collect, in ſome 
meaſure, what were the underived riches 


of the power, the property, and the govern- 


ment of THE LORD Jzsus CHRIST. If there 


be any meaning in words which have not been 
perverted and confounded by Socinian affec- 
tation aud blaſphemy, He was rich, in all the 


conſummate beauties of eſſential holineſs ; in 


all the glories of infinite grandeur. and ma- 
jeſty; in all the happineſs of ſelf-ſufficiency ; 
and in all the fullneſs of incomprehenſible 
Deity, For,“ in the beginning was the Word, 
„ and the Word was with God, and the 


«© Word was God. And the ward was made 
66 fleſh, and dwelt among us. 


4 1 ah therefore be conſidered, by every 
pious mind, as a moſt ſhameful ſacrifice of 
inſpired truth, to what it has been the con- 


temptible 


—_— —— 


_— 


\ l . — 
1 A — Y . — — — tee ASTE x — — = — - 
l — — — + — pe — — —— — — — — 
— — - IA PAR, > 4s pr — — — —— 3 — — - — 
- --— = 2 r —— — — 
. 1 1 
. — * a * ap _ wy _ * 
* 7 
/ © g 


— — —> — 


= 0 - = ns Oo 
— — — — — — 
* . 2 

: 
44 l 


© 
* * 
— ye — — — — 
e 
— — 322 — —o—_ 
, q 
we £4 
3 r A 
* / * . PS - + 3 
* 


* L „ 2 0-- „2522444 
jj - . — 
- : * 8 4 * — — 3 7 A > N a. NE 
- 4 A * i * 


= ae eilten ot: thodete? Urnes; iy: kalt N 


—_ —¾¼3 


. — . 
— ͤ ry 
— — 
r 


is repreſented to us in very few words, and 
thoſe few very plain. But, it is no uncom- 
mon thing with the ſacred writings, to expreſs 
what is the moſt aſtoniſhing, in a language 
and ſtyle the moſt ſimple imaginable ; and 


"ca fer hed IEC IRGC ARG Da ar ee as reds 


os 


Gindour and liberality of ſentiment; if we 


85 admit, that any perſon carr be deemed a genu⸗ 
3 ine believer in the Scriptutes, who denies this" | 
uneqdivocal divinity of Jeſus Chfiſt. And, it 


was abſolutely requiſite, that we ſhould take 
this conſideration along with us; if we would 
enter into the ſpirit and deſign of the Apoſtle 


in the text, and entertain proper ſentiments 
of the Grace of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, in its 
lation to the e to which he „ 


4. 


-T he FONG of extreme petition, to which 
our redeeming God condeſcended to ſubmit, 


alſo, to imply a vaſt deat more than they 


ſeem, to a-ſuperficial reader, to intend. An 


inſtance of this we have before us, when they 


only ſay of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that Hz 
became poor. In what ſenſe, and to what an 


amazing degree, he became poor, it is our bu- 


 fineſs and duty to enquire, and to contemplate. | 
58 V And 
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And YR let me be permitted to Wm 


* ſince the fall of our firſt parents from 

original righteouſneſs and bliſs, and the en- 
trance of death into the world, with all our 
woe, one of the moſt lamentable evils, that 
can await a human being in his paſſage 
through life, is, to Be poor. Becauſe, ſuch is 
the depravity of human nature! that, to be 
poor and to be deſpiſed are things almoſt inſe- 
parable, in the hiſtory of civil ſociety : fo 
much ſo, that I remember once to have 
heard a very thoughtful character obſerve, 
that Poverty ſeemed to be treated by man- 
kind, as if it were the unpardonable ſin. 
And it is a certain matter of fact, that piety 
in rags will be neglected and ſcorned, while 
impiety in wealth will be flattered and ex- 
alted. So very contemptible, though fo 
truly pitiable, a thing is Poverty. Notwith- 
ſtanding all which, the Lord of Life and 
Glory, though he knew he ſhould be — 
for it, Nags became poor, 


But, ber did he become poor? And how 
poor did he become? He became poor, be- 
cauſe for the ſpace of three aud thirty years 

VVV 


together, Fre 5 bimſelf, „as ãt Grey of 
all his original, eſſential, and inconceivable 
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glories, and beauties; and bliſs. He deprived 
himſelf, if I may ſo ſay, of all his property; 


laick aſide the ſceptre of his power; threw. up 


the reins of his univerſal government; and 


became ſo very, very poor, that he was de- 
1piſed and rejected of men! a man of ſorrows; 


and acquainted with grief! And'they hid, as 


at were, their faces from him! He was de- 


ſpiſed, and they eſteemed him not! He was 
opprefled, - and he was afflicted! He was 


brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and cut 
| off out of the laud of the . . 

S dadesd, k had hs tial le ume to be- 
come a man -a man, in any circumſtances 
of proſperity, honor, or even royalty; had 
he appeared in this world, as the prejudices 


and blindneſs of the Jews miſled them to 


imagine, to eſtabliſn and to govern an uni- 


verſal monarchy z even then; he mult have 


become poor. But, what ſhall we think of 
bis almoſt incredible, his godlike conde- 


ſcenſion aud humility, when we are told of 


| the poverty of his birth, that he was born 1 in 


a ſtable, 


* 
: 


11 5 


a fable; and laid in a:manger; Ine there 
was no room for him in the inn! What ſhall 
ae think of the poverty of his family, of bis 
profeſſion! Is not this the carpenter's ſon? 
Aud what ſhall we think of the poverty of 
his accommodations, in that, while he was 


going about doing good, and working mi- 


racles of compuſſion for the benefit of others, 
ſuch were the neceſſities of his own ſituation, 
as compelled him once to ſay; The foxes 
% have holes, and the birds of the air have 
% neſts, but the.ſon of man hath not where 
to lay his head!“ 


Enough, however, of the Poverty of our 
bleſſed Saviour. Let us now inquire why, and 
upon whole account, he became ſo very poor. 
Was it for the ſake of created beings of the 

higheſt order of purity, and intellect? Was it 
for the ſake of the cherubim or ſeraphim, or 
any of the principalities or powers of heaven? 
No. Verily he took not on him the nature 
of angels. 


Was it then for beings of any inferior 
beauty or excellence, to exalt them to a ſtill 
C 2 higher 


——— 


83 


higher: degrte of excellence and beauty ? 
No. It was For your sAkESs | It was for fin- 
ners ] for creatures that had no lovelineſs— 


that were nothing but deformity and guilt— 
ſo morally and ſo utterly polluted; as to be full 
of the wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying 


ſores of fin! It was for beings, who had for- 
feited all their title to every thing that was 


good, and never could have recovered it of 


themſelves. For perſons of this deſcription 


it was, that the Lord Jefus Chriſt himſelf, if 
vou will permit me the expreſſion, ſacrificed 


his all; put himſelf in their place; ſtood as 
their repreſentative and ſurety; and abſo- 
lutely impoverifhed himſelf for them] Know- 
ing this, ye may be ſaid to know the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was 
rich, for your ſakes he became poor, that ye, 
voy his n might be rich. 


Let us 'therefors proceed, in whe Jaſt lacs, 


to elucidate: the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in its relation to the ſtate, to which 


they are reſtored and elevated, who are per- 


„ iterated in all the benefits and 
1204-7 bleſſings, 


— 


bleGogs,: wake reſvlt from his extreme bit» 
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i was: highly Sag to ole bend 
cular notice of the pte · exiſteut ſtate of our 
redeeming God, that we might have proper 
conceptions of his .infinite condeſcenſion, 
grace, and pity; it is no leſs expedient, that 
we ſhould now ſay ſomething of the condi- 
tion of every human being, in conſequence of 
the fall of man, and the entrance of ſin into 
the world, till he is —_ into a ſtate of 
ſalvation. 


And here, let it be recolletied in a * 
cular manner, that every man, by nature, is 
totally deſtitute of every thing, intended by 
being nicn, in this paſſage. The verieſt 
pauper that ever exiſted, and begged an alms, 
beneath the cauopy of heaven, even Lazarus 
himſelf was not poorer, in a literal ſenfe, 
than we all of us are in a ſpiritual reſpect; 
or, as to the things which make for our 
eternal peace. 


What an affecting, what a mortifying, 
picture of this ſad truth was the apoſtle Paul 
directed 
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- AireQed by the rei of: inſſ piration · to A 
vhen he ſaid, As it. written, there is none 
« that doeth good, no not one: there is 


A none that underſtandeth, there is none 
un that ſeeketh-after God. They are all gone 
. out of the way, they are together be- 
come unprofitable, there is none that 
. doeth good, no not one. Their throat is 
s an open ſepulchre, with their tongues they 
26 have uſed deceit; the poiſon of aſps is 
4 under their lips; whoſe mouth is full of 
2665 curling and bitterneſs. Their feet are ſwift 


« to ſhed blood. Deſtruction and miſery 


are in their ways; and the way of peace 
% have they not known. There is no fear 
& of God before their eyes.“ 


In this view of our degenerate condition 


every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God. And, to 


. diſpute or deny this, what is it, but to diſpute 
and deny the teſtimony of unerring truth; to 


throw a veil over the riches of the Redeemer's 


benevolence; and to ſully, not to ſay eclipſe, 
the glory af: his divine each 
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This, then, is our ſpiritual povetty—the g 
poverty of the ſoul of that immortal part; 
vrhich it hath pleaſed the Almighty to create 

within us. And, what is the poverty of the 
body to that of the ſoul, our Reaſon itſelf 
being judge? For, ſhould we die in this out 
natural ſtate, we ſhall be found to be poor 
indeed for ever poor — poor, and wretched, 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked; exiled 
from the beatific preſence of God, and the 
ſpirits. of the juſt 3 without hope ; without 


remedy ; ; without one ſingle ray of comfort, 
to all eternity. 


B according to his particulat 
taſte, temper, deſigns, purſuits, and character, 
will have very different ideas, in the uſe of 
the ſame terms. Such, for example, as 
wiſdom, ' pleaſure, riches, reputation, and 
glory. True wiſdom, and true pleaſure, and 
true glory, are thoſe which are from above— 
from the Father of Lights, which are ſpiritual | 
and everlaſting. So likewiſe, the true riches, 
are ſpiritual riches, durable riches; riches, 
that will never make to themſelves wings 
and fl y away: the riches, which are alone in- 
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1 in ahis lobe it 0 A "Rt thet 
| the great leſſon we are taught is, that, the po- 
VvVerty of Chriſt ia the riches of all his genuine 
Rſeiples, and his hurniliation their triumph. 

I He it is, who makes them rich by imputation ; 
by adoption; by numerous privileges; by 
many exceeding great and precious promiſes; 
4 J by all ſpiritual bleſſings in this 8 and by 

= * ny bleſlings i io the next. a 


1 To has it is owing, that * are Sia tos 
* wards God— rich in all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dem and knowledge rich in faith, which is 


more precious than that of gold which pe- 
riſheth rich in good works rich in all the 
| unſearchable riches of grage—and rich in all 


ÞZ the riches of the glory of the e of 
* ſaints. 


FM 51 | therefare, you know any thing as ou 
_ ought: to know, of the ſym and ſubſtance of 
divine Revelation; of the great myſtery of 
ps cron: aud of the. glad tidings of the 
. Goſpel, 


— 


| 


4 . 5 


Gospel, you kao the G Ack of our hog Jeſus 
"Chriſt, that, though he was rich, for your 


fakes he became poor: that 1 on ooh his 


ene might be e 


| Having taken ts conciſe 40 haſty "RE 
of a ſubject, the contemplation of which will 

be an inexhauſtible ſource of felicity and gra- 
titude to the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect to 
all eternity; I now proceed to the particular 
a occaſion, for which 1 have been invited to 


ſtand up in this place; which is, to propoſe to 
your very compaſſionate conſideration, and 
extraordinary liberality, the moſt pitiable caſe 
of many thouſands of our fellow- creatures, 


men, women, and children, who are pining 
in a ſtate of extreme want and poverty; and 
who muſt, indeed, have abſolutely periſhed, 
but for the timely relief of a generous public; 
their demand upon whom is irreſiſtible, be- 
cauſe their neceſſities do not ariſe from any 


indiſcretion, idleneſs, or profligacy, but from 


a defect in a particular branch of commerce; 
and, in ſome meaſure, perhaps, from the un- 
avoidable calamities accompanying a ſtate of 


Wal. 
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. am to 5 1 you, 9 upon all the 


various principles of humanity—of policy—of 
| piety— and of chriſtian gratitude: | intreat you, 
for the ſake of humanity ; for, is it poſſible for 

you not to feel for the ſituation of thoſe, whoſe 
. .Circu mſtances havebeen ſoexti emely wretched, 


that ſome of them have been compelled to 


_ fupport a painful exiſtence by living upon raw 
potatoes; not being able to qualify the incon- 


venience, either by a morſel of bread, or a 
ſpark of fire! 


1 


1 am to beſeech you, for the ſake of policy; 


to preſerve the good order and peace of the 
happy couſtitution and government under 


which we live; and which the maſſacre, 
murder, and unſpeakable horrors, of a neigh- 


bouring country, equally deprived of legal 
: government and legal liberty, ſhould teach us 


more than ever moſt highly to eſtimate. Let 
us not, however, forget, that the extremes of 
penury and diſtreſs have been, too often, the 
melancholy occaſion of diſorder, riots, and 

inſurrection. a — 


Jam 


e 


1 am to ads your beneficence, for the 


| © honour of God, and his true religion. Let 


your light /winkle ? glimmer No! but let 
it ſo SHINE before men, like the ſun in the 


firmament, that they may ſee your good 
works, and glorify your F ather which is in 
heaven. Be it ever remembered, that God is 


love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 


God, and God in him. But whoſo hath this 
world's good, and ſeeth his brother have need, 

and ſhutteth up the bowels of his compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? Let us not, therefore, love in word and 
in tongue only, but in deed and in truth. 


Laſtly, IT am to beſeech you for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's fake, and as a teſtimony of your 
grateful affection to him; for the poor ye 
have always with you, ſaid he to his diſciples 
in the days of his incarnation; and, when- 
ſoever ye will, ye may do them good; but 
Me, ye have not always. And ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, though 
he was rich, for your ſakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
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Ik! Super oat with you, for the ſake of 


2 dur common humanity—for the ſake of good 


policy—for the ſake of, true ace for 
the fake of our Lord Jeſus C briſt; whoſe | in- 
. comprehenſible love we are commemorating 
in a more particular manner, at this ſeaſon of 
© the year, I ſhall be aſtoniſhed—diſappointed— | 
- confounded. , But, $ will hope and truſt that 
vou will, every. one of you, be ready. to di- 
ſuibote. and willing to communicate. And 
this 1 ay, Fg He that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall 
<4 reap alſo ſparingly, And, he that ſoweth 
« bountifolly, ſhall reap. "Aſo bountifully, 


«6 Every man, according as he purpoleth in 


« his heart, ſo let him give; not grudgingly, 
“or of neceſſity; for, Gop, LOVETH A 
| & CHEARFUL GIVER.” 
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